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». Liberty and Luiou, now and forever, one and

Inseparable."

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1852.

CONGRESS.

Though ( ongress has already been in session al¬
most five months, the Members seem to be in no
haste to terminate the Session. Both Houses took
a holyday on Saturday last.

Thu* far, owing to the intrusion of some sub¬
jects foreign to the duties of Congress, and others
(the printing question, for example) maguified into
an undue consequence, and mystified by attempts to
discuss details with which it would require little less
than a five years' apprenticeship to make the young¬
er members thoroughly acquainted.the Kossuth
advent, besides, and its incidents, and his doctrines
cast like firebrands into the halls of both National
and State Legislatures.the action of Congress has
been embarrassed to such a degree that hardly any
question of real consequence has yet been deter¬
mined at this session.

There is one consolation, however, which pre¬
sents itself on this as on all similar occasions, which
is, that much deliberation, caution, and even pro¬
crastination, is preferable to hasty and rash resolves;
and that, tardy as the movements of Congress are,
there is no need of apprehensions that all the mea¬

sures of legislation necessary to keep the Govern¬
ment in regular and useful operation will not be ac¬

complished before the session closes.

QREAT FRESHET IN THE POTOMAC.

The prolonged and heavy rains, which, com¬

mencing on bunday morning last, and continuing
almost ever since without cessation, have produced
a rise of water in the Potomac exceeding whatever
of the kind has been witnessed here by the oldest
inhabitant, with probably a single exception. The
flood of 1847 rose higher than any from 1784 to
that period, but the present surpasses that of 1847
by at least a foot in height, so as to approach very
nearly, if not quite to equal, the greatest recorded
freshet of the last century.

Yesterday morning the river had risen so high as

to force the water in the Washington Canal much
beyond its banks, and consequently to fill all the
sewers, and cellars connected with them, in the lower
part of the city, in some cases to four and five feet
in depth.
A little before noon -the water and drift-wood at

the Little Falls Bridge had so accumulated as to be
too powerful to be resisted, when the Bridge gave
way, and the wooden frame, divided into three sec¬

tions, floated down the stream, striking the second
pier on the western side of the Alexandria Branch
Canal Aqueduct at Georgetown. Pressed forward
by the rushing torrent, the largest section, and then
the two others, were swept under the second span
of the aqueduct, the roof tearing away in its passage
two or three only of the wooden braces supporting
the trunk of the canal, which a few hours' work
will be sufficient to supply. About noon two

of the three sections of the Little Falls Bridge, sail¬
ing apart from each other, struck the Long Bridge
at the framing on the western extremity with re¬

sistless force, bearing away two spans, nearly all
of which accompanied the assailing masses down
the river.

In Georgetown damage sustained l»y tko «it».
zens reaches, if it does not exceed, fifty thousand
dollars. The greater part of Water street is sub¬
merged to a depth of from three to four feet. Many
thousand barrels of flour in warehouses are damaged,
besides groceries and stores of various kinds. The
losses suffered by the dealers in lumber and fire¬
wood will be severe; in all about ten thousand
dollars.

Notwithstanding strenuous exertions to prevent
it, several of the vessels and boats lying along
the margin of the river parted from their moorings
and were with difficulty rescued from a worse fate.
We saw the brigantine Fidelia anchored on the
river bank, several yards in from the edge of the
river in its ordinary state. From this position she
wa« afterward* borne away, and had attained a com¬

paratively safe position at nightfall, on the flats
southeast of the Observatory. The schooner Vnitni,
after being whirled around by the current, and brush¬
ing away, with the loss of her own flying jib-boom, a

portion of the roof of a frame warehouse, grounded
on the wharf by the side of which she had been
Jjing-
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal has, no doubt,

severely suffered. Two or three breaches took place
within ten miles of Georgetown, and for some dis¬
tance the tow-path is supposed to have been fifteen
feet under water. The full extent of damage can¬

not be known for many days yet.
In W ashington considerable loss and injury has

been suHtained by the lime, coal, wood, and lumber
merchant*, along the canal. Numbers of persons
in boats were engaged in recovering the drift fire¬
wood and lumber floating in all directions.

At 7o clock la*t evening there was about eighteen
inches of water on 12th street, between Pennsylva¬
nia avenue and the Canal bridge, and all communi¬
cation that way by foot passenger* with the Island
was stopped
On the river wharves some damage was suffered,

in firewood and timber.
Soon after the Long Bridge was disrupted the

drawkerprm at the draw on the city side judiciouMy
opened the draw, and thus kept per*ons from unne¬

cessary risk by being present on any part of the
Bridge.
We were informed that the differeuce of level be¬

tween the water on the tipper and lower side of the
Long Bridge, particularly at the causeway, reached
over two feet.

Besides the breach made at the western extremity
of the Bridge, we remarked another, a little distant
from the further end of the causeway.

The navigation of the river ty our best steam¬
boats was at least hasardous There were great
quantities of drift-wood afloat, and it was difficult to
effect landing* at many of the wharves.

Alexander's Island, better known as the site of
Jackson City, suffered more than usual. Mr.
Hughes's family, with the exception of Mr. H.
himself, wisely left their residence there yesterday
morning, before the breaking of the bridge, or fhey
would hare beon compelled to submit to the
greatest discomforts We learn that Mr. Hughe*'*
meat-house, containing several hundred dollars'
worth of butchers' meats, was carried off bodily.

This flood mast very seriously detract from the

agruultural capability and value of Alexander's
Islaid, for the present year at least.

()f the damages sustained at Alexandria wi have
yet had no means of learning, but suppose they
may not be inconsiderable.
Tue subjoined Telegraphic despatch, received last

ni^it, contradict* a report current yesterday, that
the railroad bridge at Harper's Ferry had been car¬

ried away. Another despatch, from Martinsburg,
gites the intelligence that the railroad west of that

ptyce is under water. From the injury which the
ro*d has sustained, it may be expected that the
mails from the West will be subject to detention
ami disorder for several days to come.

The Fretshet in the Potomac.
IlAiirKR'.o Fbr*t, April-0..The waters at this point

have commenced to subside, and no further damage is ap¬
prehended to the bridge over the Potomuc. An immense
amcunt of damage has been done along the Potomac and
Shenandoah river. In the vioinity of Winchester several
grist mills have been flooded. Both the railroad and the

Chesapeake undOhio canal have been much injured.
.

COINAGE AT THE MINT
And Branch>'i durintj the mouth of March, 1852.

GOLD.
At Philadelphia .

At New Orleans .

At Charlotte
At Dahlonega

SIJ.VER.
At Philadelphia
At/Kew Orleans ..

1,161,000 pieces .

COPPER.
Cents, 239,975 .

PIKCES COINED.
Gold
Silver
Copper .

Total number of pieces .

Later from Buenos Ayres..An arrival at
New York brings Buenos Ayres dates of March 16.
M. Vincent Lopez had been appointed Provisional
Grovernor, and the appointment was extremely po¬
pular. The American Consul made the first reso-
iute resistance against the pillages in the city after
the defeat of Rosas. With a force of six marines
be shot down two and put to flight fifty of the plun¬
derers. His example was soon followed by others.

The Wheeling Gazette of Thursday announces
that the entire stock of the Union Line of steam¬
boats from Wheeling to Louise ill*'f to commence
running with the opening of the Baltimore and Ohio
railroad, has been so taken as to combine the best
interests of both points and intermediate ports.
Veto OFBank Bills..A Telegraphic despatch

trom Ilarrisburg states that Governor Bigler has
vetoed the whole lot of bank bills lately passed by
the Legislature of Pennsylvania. It is stated that,
n all, not less than sixteen or eighteen of these bills
lave passed, most of them through both branches,
ind proposed to authorize an addition to the bank-
ng capital of the State of upwards of three millions
>f dollars. .

A South Carolina Question..A letter from
Washington, published in the Charleston Mercury,
speaking of the policy of South ( arolina taking pai t
in the approaching Baltimore Democratic Conven¬
tion, says : " The State has heretofore stood out
< against the system of caucus nominations, as a
1 fraud upon the small States and upon the Consti-
|< tution." This is not so. The question does not
concern us, nor do we feel any particular interest
in it; but, as a political fact, it may not be imper¬
tinent in us to inform our readers that South Caro¬
lina teat represented in the Democratic Conventions
both of 1844 and 1348 j in the first by Messrs.
Pickens and Elmmir, and in the second by Ge».
Commander. u »

The '4 Liquor Bilf" is enumerated amongst the
bills of tfn important nature whicfi were left unact¬
ed t^>n by the New York Legislature at the time
of its late adjournment.

Alto, the General Saving# Rank bill: the College Ap¬
propriation bill; the Building Societies bill; the Emi¬
grant ;Passengers bill; the Taxation of Railroads bill;
the Anti-Rent Stay bill; and the bill relative to Divorce.

The Legislature of New York adjourned tine
die on Friday night. The most important of its
enactments relate to the enlargement of the Erie
canal. The validity of the contract entered into
for that work has been affirmed, and effective and
immediate measures are to be taken for the comple¬
tion of the work.

Dr. N. (J. Barrahiwo, a surgeon of the United
States «avy, died on Tuesday last at the Naval Hos¬
pital at Portsmouth, Virginia.

M. Kossuth left this city for the North on Sa¬
turday last. .

What Next?.The New York Daily Times
says Kossuth has u exercised the most marketl FOR-
BEARANr* toward Mr. (lay in regard to his oppo¬
sition to his (Kossuth's) policy and conduct."
The great statesman and the American people gene¬
rally ought to feel under the deepest obligation to
the distinguished foreigner for his great mercy to¬
ward those who, in the name and on the soil of their
own land, have presumed to dissent from the exile's
doctrine and oppose him in setting up his will as

the law of the land that has given him shelter and
hospitality. Kossuth showing Henry Clay, of Ken¬
tucky, forbearance, indeed I the roost marked for¬
bearance! because Henry ('lay disapproved of his
doctrines! Well, this is certainly too bad.

[iVrte York Commsrrwl AHotrtiter.

Tsu Hrrroi.it Bask DarAiCATio*..The defalcation In
the Suffolk Bank, at Boston, through the operation! of
Messrs. Rand and Brewer, la oftcially stated at two hun¬
dred and fourteen thousand Ave hundred and fifteen dol-
lara. This is exclusive of the bonds of the defaulting
parties, ($5,000 each.) This vast sum has been abstracted
within a year, and has all, or Mariy nil, been sunk in
stock operations by His guilty parties.

The Bank announces a semi-annual dividend of five per
cent., payable on the 21st instant, after which they will
have remaining a surplus fund of about $100,000.

The Cincinnati Gazette estimates the amount of mate¬
rial, land, and labor which has been this year devoted to
the culture of the grape and the manufacture of native
wines, in the vicinity of that aity, at half a million of
dollara.

EmoaATiov W*stw**i>..The St. Louis Republican
publishes a statement from which it appears that between
the 20th of April, 1H61, and the 1st of April, 1862, near¬
ly fourteen thousand immigrants arrived at that city.

The House of Delegates of Maryland passed on Mon¬
day the bill to exempt from execution $150 worth of a
debtor's property. The bill has yet to receive the sanc¬
tion of the .Senate. It Is stated that it does not apply to
landlords and tenants, nor does it exempt debts contract¬
ed prior to the 1st of June next.

Osoaor. W. Emt (Dem ) has been elected a Delegate to
the Maryland Legislature from Frederick county, to sup¬
ply the vacancy caused by the death of Mr McKLrnKSH.

In the United States District Court, at Boston, on Pri-
day, Judge 8rBAOt?a on the bench, Capt. ,Ww/JV. Dnry,*f the Missouri, who pleaded guilty of plundering his
own vessel of $16,000 in specie, waa brought in and **n-
fenced to pay a fine of $40, and to be imprisoned in Ded-
hsm jail five years.

83,8*0,632
955,000

8,140
82,030

§4,931,802
853,100

4,000
851,100

$2,399 75

480,679
1,159,000
239,975

1,880,254

FROM SOUTH AMERICA.

By the steamships WinjitUl Scott and lima,
arrived at Panama, we have advices from Valpkrai.su
to the 20th of March, nearly a month later than
our previous advice*. The principal news ia roative
to the Flores expedition.
Fwh" had purchased the ateamship Chile na« em¬

barked from Callao upon it. The American chip Lyon»
had sailed from Valparaiso with three hundred men and
large supplies of ammunition to join the expedition at

Guayaquil.
The general impression is that Flores has allowed the

Ecuadorian Government too much time to guard against
his movements, and that liis expedition will therefore
provu a failure.
The Peruvians generally were in favor of the movement,

und it is supposed that Flores received covert aid from
the Government of the country. The result will proba¬
bly be trouble between Ecuador and Peru, iu caso of the
failure of the expedition.
The British mail steamer Lima, while passing up the

river Guayaquil, was mistaken for the vessel of Fbres,
ind fired into from the forts.
We have some further details of outrages by the re-

rolted prisoners ut the penal colonies in the Galapigos
[slands. A detachment of about forty-flve of there had
ieized the whale ship George Howland, Capt. Croawell,
>f New Bedford, and after putting the captain and crew
>n shore, according to one account, and murdering them
iccording to another, proceeded toward Guayaquil with
he intention of opposing Flores, and thus ingratiating the
Scuadorian Government. The party fell in with two
schooners belonging to Flores, and having Betted them,
aurdered those on board in a most brutal nianuor, includ¬
ing the nephew and son-in-law of Gen. Florei On one

of these vessels tliey cut the throats of twenty-three
men. On their voyage they were captured by a Swedish
frigate, carried into Guayaquil, and delivered into the
hands of the Government...V. Y. Commercial Advertiser.

M. KOSSUTH AT THE SOUTH.

The following brief paragraph, und especially the
closing sentence, in reference to the abilit^of M.
Kossuth as a public speaker, conveys the itost ac¬
curate description that we have seen of the Impres¬
sion he has generally made upon intelligent autfieuces,
since the huzzas iu the Northern cities have sibsided
sufficiently to let him be heard and judged by the
merits of his eloquence, and not by the rampant
jnthusiasm ofan exeited crowd :
"Asa public speaker, Kossuth greatly disappointed

is. He was a good special pleader; that was all. A
popular stump orator, ill other things being e<pial and
the prestige of fame vaived, would have towered over
iim in reply. His pr»positions were talking fallacies;
lis sentences unfolded distorted truisms. Of the ear-
lestness of the man, ol his singleness of purpose, of his
inthusiasm of sentimeit, there can be no doubt. But the
jffort at effect was evilent; it was the artificial fountain
playing, not the momtain spring pouring out its full
;lear volume.".N. 0. Crescent.

TWO SDES OF KOSSUTH.

jyKp New Orleans Ivlletin points at two phases of Kos¬
suth.one, that in wheh he appeared at New York; the
jther, that manifestet in the Crescent city. At the latter
place Kossuth said tiat if we " do not protut" we shall
" have a war." At N.*w York he declared that if we do
vroteit, and Russia doe> " not respect such a declaration,"
we will be " literally ibliged to go to war," or else "be
legraded before manlind" from our national dignity.
Further, in the New Yo>k speech he admits that he is an
intervention man. In Nev Orleans he is " mortally oppos¬
ed" to the principle of in ervention ! We give these two
phases in New York and New Orleans that the reader
may see just what they are:

KOSSUTH IN KEWYOBK. KOSSUTH IS NEW ORLEANS.
I From the \c>c York Bur Din- {From the A. Orienti« Sjtcech.)

Her Speech. " And again, I am of opinion
" But may I be answered, tint if you maintain now tbe

. Well, if we (the United principle of non-interference
SHates) make such a declara- and a national protest against

tion of 'he "principle <>f interference,
\erferenre of Unit* t* llnnga- and your protest will be dia¬
ry", (because that ia the prac- regarded, Uien you will be en-
tical meaning of the word, I tangled in difficulties and even
will not deny.) and Ru»»iu will in war. Hut, no; quite on the
not respect our declaration, contrary; your protest wiUinot
then we might have to go to entangle you In any Jifflrj.l-
war." And tkerr ia tke rub. tiea, involve you tn no w*r;
[l^ughwr.1 Well, I am not hot if you-do protest, tfc»n
the man to decline the r«Mv you will be ee«#inly ljd into
oncnec* of *»v principle, difficulties and have a War.?Great laughter and applause ]
I will not ateal into your sym¬
pathy by slippery evasions.
Yes, gentlemen. I confess. that
should Russia »«< retpcel inch
a decIn ration of Jfonr eonntrg,
then you axe oUi'je4, literal.-
LT UILIOKP, TO 60 TO WAR, or
else be prepared to be degrad¬
ed before mankind from your
dignity. [Applause.] Yes, I
confess that r«»W he the ens*.

CAPTURE OF GENERAL CARVAJAL.
We are informed by communications received from

Brownsville (Texas) that a company of the United States
Fourth Artillery, under command of Lieut®. Gibbon,
Holmes, and Dunoa*, was some time since ordered from
that fort to an upper station on the Rio Grande in conse¬

quence of the disturbances on that frontier.
The outpost occupied by the artillery was relieved early

last month by a troop of dragoons, and the oompany was

ordered to return to Fort Brown. Part of the way down
the river, they were carried on a steamer. On board the
boat Lieut. Gibbon encountered General Carv^jal, and,
according to his duty, arrested him. On their arrival
at Brownsville, Carvajal waa delivered to the civil autho¬
rity, who released him upon bail of $5,000.
The London Committee for the relief of Hungarian

exiles has dissolved. Lord Dcdlet Stewart, the chair¬
man, having announced the event, the Prince Eaterhaiy
ia said to have replied, " you abstain from cherishing in
others hopes you cannot entertain." Several of the Hun¬
garian patriots resident in Paris, and among them was
Mr. Siemere, the ex-Minister of the Interior, and Presi¬
dent of the Council in the Revolutionary Government
(from whom a communication was made not long since to
the New York Courier and Enquirer,) exprew their ex¬

treme surprise at the Hungarian bonds of New York, and
the purchase of muskets.the price of which excited their
wonder in an equal degree.

Tint New Capitoi or Texas..The first sod has been
dug to make way for the corner-stone of the new 8tate
Capitol at Austin. The Oovernor, Hecretary of State,
Comptroller, and Auditor aided in the operation. The
building will be constructed on a knoll at the end of Con-
gres avenue, in a situation somewhat similar to the United
States Capitol in this city. It will be built of stone, two
stories high, one hundred and forty feet by ninety.

MARYLAND COLONIZATION 80CIRTY.
From the annual report of this society we find that it

has participated largely in the increased impetus which
has been given to the cause of colonization generally.
During the year 1851 it sent to Cap* Palma* one hundred
and six emigrants. For twenty years the State has made
an annual grant of ten thousand dollars, which, with the
sums raised by the society, have increased to an aggre¬
gate of $317,049. They have sent to Liberia one thou¬
sand and forty-nine emigranta; purchased a territory
extending one hundred and thirty miles along the coast;
er?cted public bnildings ; opened roads into the Interior ;
and provided for the education of the children of the eo-
lonists and natives at (he public schools. Tbe State ap¬
propriations by which the society have been enabled to
accomplish such beneficial results for the African race
has expired by its own limitation. Efforts are being made
to have this grant -renewed, and we can scarcely doubt
that the Legislature of Maryland, seeing what good re¬
mits are flowing fro. their original action, will renew, if
they do not increase, their annual appropriation.

[ Virginia Colonization Ut.
8i*<ivibanna Canal..Letters from Wrightsville, dated

the 19th Instant, state that tbe Susquehanna river was

very high, but that no damage had been done to the 8u»-
qnehnnna Canal. The letters alto state that the river
was falling, and no danger was apprehended.

THE CAMPAIGN.
GREAT WHIG MEETING IN NEW YORK CITY.

SPEECH OF EX-GOVERNOH JONES, OF TEMNES6BE.
A large audience agKcmbled at the Broadway

Hou»e on Friday evening, to hear the womiEd
speech of iSimtor Jon|Sh, of Tenne.saee, on .National
Politics. Long before the hour of commencement,
the house was nearly filled by an enthusiastic con¬

course, who greeted the appearance of the Orator
with vehement bursts of applause.
The Hon. J. Philips Pikknix was called to pre¬

side over the meeting, which having been duly or¬

ganised by the appointment of a number of vice
presidents and several secretaries, the President in¬
troduced the orator of the evening,
The Hon. James C. Jones, ot Tonnessoer who,

on rising, was greeted with rounds of applause, itnd
proceeded to address the audience, in substanee as
follows:

In consenting to appear on this occasion be had been
actuated by a sincere desire to perform kits duty to the
party to which he belonged. He had no selfish purposes
to subserve. He had been a Whig from the earliest days
of his political existence down to the pr^ent hour. He
had been so from the sincere* convictions of his judg¬
ment and the honest promptings of his heart. In claim¬
ing a peculiar and distinguishing character for the prin¬
ciples he professed, he was, it the same time, far from
wishing to attribute dishonest or corrupt motives to those
who diffeHB from him in opinion. The question is, which
party is in the right? One of us must be right, and the
other inevitably wrong.

I am aware that the opinion hue gained ground, here as

elsewhere, that party differences may now be safely laid
aside ; that all may go into a state of fusion. I cannot
think so; and I will state to you some of the reasons upon
which 1 found this opinion. It is quite true that many of
the distracting questions of former years no longer re¬
main to provoke the bitter discussions of party violence.
The subject of a United States Bank formerly served to
separate parties from each other; but that dispute has
died out. We do not now feel that it is necessary to bur¬
den the freemen of this country with an institution of na¬
tional importance to whioh aversion Is expressed. We do
not now feel that the interests of the oountry require the
establishment of a Bank of the United States. But who
can tell what shall be in the future? Hours of gloom, de¬
spondency, and despair may arise to eclipse the triumphs
that the Whigs have won. And, iu case ef a fusion of
these parties, as is suggested, what would then be the re¬

medy ? And the question of the tariff, too. Is there no
liffertnce here between the Whig and Democratic parties?
I am one of those who believe that the present tariff is
most iniquitous, unjust, and oppressive. Is not the gulf
here placed between these parties an impassable one'
The question of the freedom of the public lands is a sub¬
ject of vast importance : one which I prophecy.though I
do not claim to be a prophet, nor the son of a prophet-
will, in less than two years from this hour, be one of the
leading questions of the day. Democracy has strange
ideas of constitutionality. In Gen. Jackson's day it was

only constitutional to improve the Cumberland river, in
Tennessee, as far up as Nashville; beyond that point Con.
grcss had no power to legislate. [Laughter.] In the next
revelation we hear Mr. Calhoun expounding the theory
that internal improvement can only be national where
more than individual States are interested therein as
with a river which may chance to ran through several
States. Then its navigation may be improved; not other¬
wise. In the third and modern revelation the Democratic
party cries out against a division of the public lands among
the several States ; yet it does not hesitate to vote away
thousands and millions of acres to individual States for the
construction of railroads. And this is to the new States,
while New York and Tennessee, and the other old States
of the Union, are denied any participation in the privi¬
lege. In the name of reason and consistency, look at
these acts of the Democratic party. It has decided that
there is a constitutional right in Congress to build a road
from Mobile to Chicago : towards the construction of that
road Illinois has received a grant of 2,700,000 acres of the
public lands. Do you suppose the fmmers of the Consti¬
tution ever had such a conception as that in their heads?

[£rjes "No, no."] Is there no difference between the
Whig and Democratic parties in these particulars ? Have
we not, as American freemen, a right to come in and de¬
mand our share of the lands distributed by Congress ?

Let these questions go. Whether you will protect your
industry, enable each State to receive iu quota of thepublic
lands, or adopt measures on either side of those questions
of policy, is as nothing compared with the mightier mat¬
ters which engage our notice. Our liberties remain to us,
and questions which contribute results to the prosperity
of the country or otherwise are not of vital importance to
the support of fabric upon which our principles are
bfiReu. otili, if these questions be all laid aside, tx&e same
impassable gulf remains. Here is the great difference.
The Whig party is a sound conservative party. [Applause.]
The other is an oppressive, aggressive, utilfcirian, agra¬
rian party, taking up every ism that is floating through
the land, caring far less for constitutions than for policy.
If there is any soundness in the Whig party, it is because
it sustains constitutional pledges and the national honor
and renown.
We have had many fierce conflicts for these many years.

Victory has wavered between the two; and, with these
principles before us, shall we surrender and abandon the
field? Never, never. [Cries of " No,no !"] Then how shall
they be maintained ? He would be plain with his hearers.
He might be heard with disfavor, but, deeply grateful as he
was towards the people of this city for their cordial hos¬
pitality towards him, he yet craved their attention to truths
which might prove unpalatable.
We are upon the verge of another conflict. In a few

short months the armies will be drawn up in battle array.
H e are compelled to have a leader to head our armies, be¬
cause the enemy possesses an abundance of them. Now,
the question is, who is to head that army ? [Cries of
" Fillmore!" « Scott!" " Fillmore !"] Just exactly what
I knew. [Laughter.] Now, my friends, just keep cool
and hear me ; raise your shouts ouUide, and fight as hard
as you please for your particular friends ., but hear me

patiently. [Here a sudden outbreak occurred, with loud
shout-for ..Fillmore:" "Scott!" and three groans for
the "Custom-house."] Now it is my turn. [Renewed
laughter, and cries of "Hush!"] Now let me ask you
what sort of a front would you make against an army
'Irawnup before you ? How would you look in presence
of the serried ranks thus destitute of a leader.one shout¬
ing foT Fillmore, one for Scott, and another for Webster ?
This is the very thing. Separated by divisions and cut
up into sections, what can we hope to accomplish ? Shall
we separate and follow after men instead of the great
principles which actuate our faith ? [Cries of "No, no."l
Dear friends, if you continue to be rent into factions, as

now, let no man lay the flattering unctioa to his soul that
th* detractions of the Democratic party will remain as

they are. No ! they know too well the value of union in
and when the time for action comes they will be

found shoulder to shoulder. Can we hope to succeed if we do
not follow the same practice ? That you have your pre¬
ferences is very right ? yet devotion to one man may
bring distraction upon the ranks of the party.
For himself, Governor Jones declared his determination,

fixed and unalterable, to abide by the decision of the Na¬
tional Convention, with this single reservation.the can¬
didate must be a sound National Whig. Were he only
thai, no mere personal prejudices should for a moment
weigh in the balance, or bias the speaker'* hearty sup¬
port of the nominee of the Whig party.

In bringing his remarks to a conclusion. Gov. Jones
begged leave to advert to personal matters for a single mo¬
ment. lie said he could not approach N'ew Vork, nor

make a speech, and scarcely could dine with a friend, but
his motives were interpreted as a bid for his personal ag¬
grandizement. Men suspected him sometimes of being
a Fillmore man, a Webster man, a Scott man. But, re¬
marked the Governor, I am a Whig man, and no man's
man. [Loud applause.] I am for the nominee of the
Whig party, with the simple reservation I make. But
while thus devoted to the Whig party, I am charged with
another motive. It is said that I am playing a game ;
that I am trying to get myself put upon somebody's ticket
for the Vice Presidency. So far from desiring to be put
upon any man's ticket, I have not sought it, nor should I
accept such a nomination, under any circumstances, unless
I was convinced that my duty to myself ;nd my country
demanded it of me. [Applause ]

It is an honor higher than my aspirations. I had rather
be a Senator of the United States than Vice President
of the I nit^d States. No man can accuse me of having
said or written a word to indicate that I ever desired
such a place. Kvery act of my public life has been attri¬
buted to the selflsh, ambitious motive of advancing my
pretensions to that office; yet I never received office ex¬

cept from my convictions of duty to myself, my friends
and my country.

'

The speaker took occasion to express his feelings of
gratitude toward the people of his State for the marks of
their regard whioh had be«n bestowed upon him. In con¬
clusion, he urged with great earnestness the necessity of
a union of party strength and national interests, counsel¬
ing the harmonizing of conflicting interesu, and indicating
a flrm belief in the power inherent in Whig principles and
Whig questions of policy.

r

This speech was heard iHth deep attention, broken only
by bursts of applause a« the felicitous points were appre¬
ciated by the audience.
A vote of thank', to Gov. Joxas wa« unanimously adopted,

and the meetlpg adjourned at an early hour.

WESTERN AFRICA AND Tift SLAVE TRADE.
'I lie reoent hostile operations of the British on

the coast of (Juinea, winch refulted in the destrK-
tion of the Afnc»n town of L^,., has given riJto
special niijuincs in tfe Housed' CommonsJt
ing the pro«it »nd.#o. o/ thf slave-trade in \Ct-
era Africa, 4he nrciwsta^es which led to the at¬
tack on Lagos, ami the effect, good or bad, ofrnain-
taming a "aval Itwce on that coast for tlic suppres¬
sion of the sh.vo-tnt.ic. These inquiries (says the
Boston C ouner) have hrouglrt out certain d,laments
from the British (government, which contain some
very curious and interesting fac»s. We shall proceed
to lay a few specimen* before oar readers: 4
The first of thes« papers ia a despatch dated June 30,

1840, ami addressed by Lord Palmbrsto* to a Mr Uw-
crokt conferring on that gentleman the appointment of
Consul at certain places on the African coast, and in¬
structing him to use every possible influence to induce
the native kings or chiefs to exchange the slave trade for
a more humane and equally profitable description of traf¬
fic. The British Secretary had already written to the
King of Dahomey, to impress upon his Majesty a know-
edge of the fact that agriculture and commerce are more
useful and advantageous than the stealing and selling of
men, women, and children. The African monarch sent a

reply, which furnishes in a striking manner the measure
it his capacity to judge of the motives that induce the
people of Christendom to interfere in matters relating to
the slave trade, and which show, moreover, how little has
tieen done to make the potentates of Western Africa view
this question under a moral aspect:
" The King of Dahomey presents his best complimenfs

to the Queen of England. The presents which she has
sent him are very acceptable, and are good for his face.
When Governor Winiett visited the King, the Kin« told
him that he must consult his people before he could rive
a final answer about the slaveJxade. He cannot see that
he and his people can do without it. It is from the slave
trade that he derives his principal revenue. This he has
explained in » long palaver to Mr. Cruickshank. He begs
the Queen of England to put a stop to the slave trade
every where else, and allow him'to continue it."
The letter concludes with another request of the King,

from which it appears that this personage is sharp-sighted
enough to see that the prosperity of his subjects may
prove dangerous to his. despotic power. Many a king of
Christendom has felt as awkwardly as the sovereign of
Dahomey at seeing his people grow rich, without apeak-
ing his mind so honestly as this sable monarch:
" The King begs the Queen to make a law that no ships

be allowed to trade at any place near his dominions
lower down the coast than Whydah, as, bg means of trading
vessels, the people are getting rich, and resitting his authority
He hopes the Queen will send him some good tower guns
ind blunderbusses, and plenty of them, to enable him to
make war. He also uses much cowries, and wishes the
Queen's subjects to bring plenty of tthem to Whydah to
make trade. He wishes to see plenty of Englishmen
making trade at Whydah."

in consequence of these negotiations, Lieut. Forbes,
a British naval officer, was requested by the King to visit
him at Abomey, his capital city. The following extract*
from his narrative will be read with a singular interest:

" Having entered the gate of the city, which is orna¬
mented with human skulls, and in the vicinity of the
principal Fetish-house, we halted, and taking position in
chairs across the road, waited for the ceremony of being
met by the Cabooceers. In a short time an immense
crowd advanced towards us, with banners flying amongst
them. At some distance they halted, and the Governor
of the city, at the head of a few soldiers, advanced. When
arrived in front of our position he countermarched and
made a circle from left to right three times round our
seats, bowing each time when he came in front. On the
last time he fired off a musket and danced before us: then,
having shaken hands, he took a seat. The square in front
of the palace, though extremely large, was densely
crowded with armed men and women, squatted on their
hams, their long Danish muskets standing up like a minia¬
ture forest. Banners abounded, those of the King being
uniformly surmounted by a skull. This ghastly style of
ornament appears to be particularly in request in Daho¬
mey. The palace wall of red clay, standing about twenty-
five feet high, extending over more -than a square mile,
was one continued line of human skulls; yet it might be
remarked that where decay had destroyed them these
ghastly ornaments were not replaced. On the thresholds
ind aides of the partals of the palace were also human
skulls ; but the practice of human sacrifice is fast vanish¬
ing from the kingdom of Dahomey."

Lieut. Forbes witnessed a specimen of despotic power
which ill agrees with the concluding stutement of the
above passage. Ten persons of rank, who had given
offence to the king, were led prisoners about the city,
and compelled to danoe, after which their heads were cut
off with large knives, in presence of the British function¬
ary, and in spite of his entreaties and remonstrances.
The King of Dahomey has a regular cabinet; a Prime

Minister, a Minister of Police, a Treasurer, a Minister of
Justice, kc. He has eighteen thousand vives.if those who
have counted them can be trusted.which we think rather
doubtful. He has an army of Amaxons. of which the fol
lowing description is given :

" The king then expressed a wish I should witness a re¬
view of female troops, and two regiments were at once
paraded, but not before the ground was shifted and mark¬
ed out for the manoeuvring. The officers (females) were

distinguished by armlets of silver reaching from the wrist
to the elbow, and carrying each a small whip. The whole
were uniformly dressed in tunics of blue and white, armed
with a musket, club, and short sword, carried cartouch-
boxes, and went through several evolutions, skirmishing,
firing volleys, &c. with much precision."
The British officer treated his Majesty to a basket of

champagne, which was dispatched with great gusto at a

dinner to which the former was invited. But the festivi¬
ties wef interrupted in an extraordinary maimer :

'' After drinking her Majesty's health, the troops hur¬
rahed, and the salute commenced ; but before it was half
oyer we were all obliged to scamper after the Prime Mi¬
nister, and hide our faces against the wall, as a portion
of the eighteen thousand royal wives were passing, ring¬
ing a small bell. These sable ladies are all over the town
at all times, and no male may gaxe on them unpunished."
The King's wives are notable fighters, and when a slave-

hunt is undertaken they are sure to catch more than the
same number of male troops. The scale of his operations
may be estimated when we state that in one expedition
he captured no fewer than nineteen thousand men, women,
and children. After sacrificing five hundred, he sold the
rest for exportation. His annual revenue from the sale
of slaves is estimated at about £«0,000 a year. Accord¬
ing to the latest accounts he had thrown off the mask,
and was laughing at the credulity of the English, who had
fancied that he would degrade himself by employing his
Amaionian body-guard in the cultivation of cotton, or in

any other peaceable pursuit.
According to the testimony of Li.eut. Forbes, the per¬

manent cessation of the slave-trade is a thing hardly to

be expected. No organized system is required for its

support. It might be suspended for a century, and then
renewed at a week's notice. The British, it seems, have
no confidence in the pledges to abstain from the traffic
given by the African chiefs; and, with this belief, it is
not likely that their blockading squadron will be with¬
drawn at present

'

In the British Register of Deaths for the month of
March a remarkable case is mentioned:
" A lunatic hair-dresser died at Peckham Asylum of

peritonitis, produced by bis having swallowed the handle
of a tablespoon. On a post mortem examination " thir¬
ty-two handles of tablespoons, abont a doxen of nails,
two or three stones, and a button were found in the sto¬
mach of the deceased."
Steamboat Colmsioh..The steamer Robert Rogers

and steamer RepHUie. came in collision in the Cumber¬
land river on Thursday, and the former sank almost im¬

mediately, giving the passengers and crew barely time to

save themselves. It is believed no lives were lost. Mr.
Merritt, a returned Californian, had $16,000 in gold dnst
in his trnnk, which he bad ta,k«n from his state room to

the deck, and when she careened it was thrown into the
river and lost. The chambermaid and captain swam

ashore. The others got, on board the Republic.
The Explosion the Steamboat Saluda..By this

explosion, which took place at Lexington, Missouri, on

the CHh instant, Francis T. Belt, captain; Jonathan Bl^ck-
burn, second clerk; Charles Labarge and Loais Gareth,
pilots; and from fifty to one hundred others were killed.
C*pt. Conrad, one of the owners, was mortally wounded;
and of the whole crew only C»pt. Brookman, ftrat clerk,
and Win. Emory, mate, were saved. There were about
sixty Mormons cm board.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE WITIO CAUCUS.
At at meeting of the Whig members of Congress, held

ii| the Senate Chamber on Friday, April 9, the Hou.
lib S$ AIangi'H, Senator from North Carolina, was
ed to the chair, and Juiifti R. Cuakuuk, of Pcnn
asiaAod Alfbbd Dockbkt, of North Carolina, were
ointed secretaries. After some preliminary discus¬

sion, it was resolved that when tbe meeting adjourn, it
adjourn to meet in this place on Tuesday evening, the
20th instant.
On Ti'bsday, Atoil 20, the Whig members of Congress

assembled, according to adjournment, and the sabjoined
resolution, recommending the time and place of holding
the meeting of the Whig National Convention, was adopt¬
ed, and tbe following order made :

Resolved, That it be recommended that the Whig Na¬
tional Convention for tbe nomination of candidates for
President and Vice President of tbe United States be held
in the city of Baltimore, on Wednesday, the 16th day of
June next.

Ordered, That the chairman of .the meeting cause the'
resolution this evening adopted, recommending the time'
and place of holding the Whig National Convention, to be'
inserted in the Whig newspapers of this District, signed1by himself and countersigned by the Secretaries.

WILLIE P. MANGUM, Chairman;
Jowfu R. Chandler, 1 3ecretariefl.A. Dockeby,

FACTS CONCERNING THE POST OFFICE.
FROM A COMMUNICATION IN THK " UNION."

I ha<ve taken the pains to ascertain from the several re¬
ports of the Postmasters Qeneral, from 1845, the revenue'
and expenditures, the length of the mail routes, and an¬
nual transportation of the maito, and the number of post
offices during the last year of the old dear rates of post¬
age, and the same each year consecutively to the 30th
June, 1A61. By exftmhupg thie statement we shall seo
the operation of the fin^eductioa of postage; and from*
this we aay form an opinion of the future effect* of the *

present law.
No official report luring been made of the number cf

letters which pan through the post office, we have to take
the estimates which have been made from time to time.
For several years prior to 1845 the letters remained sta¬
tionary at about twenty-four millions, but in 1851 the
number has been estimated at eighty millions.
The following is an accurate statement of the results

of the reduction of postage by the act of the 4th of March,
1845:

June 30,1845.Last year of the high rates ofpostage.Mail routes, 143,040 miles.
Annual transportation of the mails,-35,634,269 miles.
There were 14,003 post offices.
Expenditures, $4,821,731.
Revenue, $4,289,841.
Deficit, $81,690.
June 30, 1846.First year of the reduction of postage.
Mail routes, 149,670 miles.
Annual transportation of the mails, 37,398,414 miles.
Number of post offices, 14,793.
Expenditures, $4,084,296.
Revenue, $3,487,199.
Deficit, $597,096.

,Loss of revenue compared with 184o, $802,642.
Diminution of expenditures compared with 1846,

$287,485 99.
June 30,1847.Second year of the reduction ofpostage.
Mail routes 153,818 miles.
Annual transportation, 38,887,839 miles.
Number of post offices, 15,146. »

Expenditures, $3,971,310.
Revenue, $3,945,898.
Deficit, $25,417.
Loss of revenue compared with 1845, $343,948..
Diminution of expenditures compared with 1846,

$350,421.
June 30, 1848.Third year of the redaction ofpostage.
Mail routes, 163,208 miles.
Annual transportation, 41,012,579 miles.
Number of post offices, 16,159.
Revenue, $4,374,077.
Expenditures, $4,326,850.
Surplus, $47,227.
Increase of revenue compared with 1845, $84,28©.
Increase of expenditures compared with 1845^

$5,118.
June 30,1849.Fourth year of the reduction ofpostage.
Mail routes, 167,708 miles.
Annual transportation, 42,547,069* miles.
Number of post offices, 16,747.
Revenue, $4,705,176.
KxpvtrJMnrea, $4,479,049.
Surplus, $22«,127. ,

Increase of revenu*. a^mpared with 1845, $415,334.
Increase of expenditures owapered with 1846, $157,-817.
June 30,1850.Fifth year of the reduction ofpostage.

Mail routes, 178,672 miles.
Annual transportation, 46,541,423 miles.
Number of post offices, 18,417.
Revenue, $5,552,984.
Expenditures, $5,212,963 43.
Surplus, $340,081,
Increase of revenue compared with 1845, $1,263,148.
Increase of expenditures compared with 1845, $891,-

221.
June 30, 1851.Sixthyear of the reduction ofpostage.
Mail routes, 196,299 miles.
Annual transportation, 68,272,252 miles.
Number of post offices, 19,604.
Revenue, $6,551,977.
Expenditures, $*5,024,666.
Surplus, $527,411.
Increase of revenue compared with 1846, $2,262,-

136
Increase of expenditures compared with 1845, $1,702,-

834
Post routes June 40, 1851, 196,290 miles.
Post routes June 30,1846, 143,940 miles.
Increase in six years, 62,860 miles.
Annual transportation of the mails June 30, 18©1,

63,272,252 miles.
Annual transportation of the ihftils June 30. 1845,

85,634,269 miles.
Increase in six years, 17,68/,983 miles.
Number of post offices June 80, 1851, 19,604.
Number of post offices June 30, 1845, 14,008.
Increase in six years, 6,601.
Revenue June 30, 1851, $6,661,9/7.
Revenue June 80, 1845, $4,289,841.
Increase in six years, $2,262,136.
Expenditures Jane 30, 1851, $6,024,66®.
Expenditures June 30, 1845, $4,289,841.
Increase in six years, $1,784,724.
Estimated number of letters, June 30, 1852,80,000,000.
Estimated number of letters, June 80, 1846,24,000,000
Increase in six years, 56,000,000.

Civil Proce*» in Maryland under the new Con¬
stitution.

Aotioks fob Dr.»t..Under the new Constitution it has
been decided that a debtor cannot be arrested to be t**"1
before a court, or justice of the peace, to appear at tbe
trial. A law has passed the Legislature, at this session,
to dispense with the old process to-compel the defendant
to appear by substituting a summons in place of the war¬
rant. The new law went into immediate operation, and
now a debtor is to be served with a summons petsonallr,
or by leaving It ftt his place of *sidence, and then if ha
do not appear at the trUl It Will go on without Mm in the
courts, by the clerk entering, on the second day of the
term, the appearance of the defendant,
shall proceed as if he were paesent; and when the^ tnal is

before a magistrate, by his flntnjrl.day.netly thanstx
nor more than fourteen days.f* the return,
proceed to try the caseexpaete: the defendaa^riving. So¬ever, the right to appear at any time befcee
and make any defence he may have, as if he had appeared
at the return day of the summons. Wbeee there is more

than one defendant, and. some shall appear, and the others
fail to appear before the courts, those who fail to appear
shall have «n appearance entered for them, and the same

proceedings shall he pnrsued as if all had regularly %o-

peared; and, in «n«ee before justices of the P®*®*'
justice shall prcweed to try the case exports. The usual
right of appeal on judgments entwred is allowed.® rr

[ Baltimore Patriot
The New York " Courier " notices a fact, very credit*-,

ble to Ametiean literature, that in an English wholesale
catalogue in which, under the head "Popular Standard
Works," are one hundred and thirty-three items, of wbici»
forty-arven, considerably mare than one-third, are the P
duct Of American pen*, and were first published by A

rican publishers. It is such fhcts, the nvr?-htWhich prove the necessity of an £mittLew. Of course the nlracy upon English.books iMMgthan reclprooated in the United States, b ,

adds, two wrongs don't make a right:
» An international eopyrightlaw, or, w a

^
»

lust appreciation of the fundamental b .

perty, is certainly one of the great^W* time

The bill sent to the PennsylvanU l^iatu^oT «ter-

his suite, and tbe cooualtteo*


